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calling by some being met with in dreams.    If on being called
in the medium decides that the soul (Blua) of the patient has
left his body, and has made some part of the journey towards
the abode of departed souls, his task is to fall into a trance
and to send his own soul to overtake that of his patient and
persuade it to return.    The ceremony is usually performed
by torch-light in the presence of a circle of interested relatives
and friends, the patient being laid in the long public gallery
of the house.    The medium struts to and fro chanting a
traditional form of words well known to the people, who join
in the chorus at the close of each phrase, responding with the
words, " Oh powerful medium."    The chant opens with a
prayer for help, addressed, if the medium is a man, to the
high god (Laki Tenangan), or, if the medium is a woman, to
the god's wife (Doh Tenangari).    The medium may or may
not fall and lie inert upon the ground in the course of his
trance ;  but throughout the greater part of the ceremony he
continues to chant with closed eyes, describing with words
and mimic gestures the doings of his own soul as it follows
after and eventually overtakes that of the patient.    When
this point is reached his gestures generally express the diffi-
culty and severity of the eiforts required to induce the soul to
return ;   and the anxious relatives then usually encourage
him by bringing out gongs or other articles of value, and
depositing them as additions to the medium's fee.    Thus
stimulated,  he usually succeeds in leading back the soul
towards the patient's body.    One feature of the ceremony
is that the medium takes in his hand a sword, and, glancing
at the polished blade with a startled air, seems to catch in it
a glimpse of the wandering soul.    The next step is to restore
the soul to the body.    The medium comes out of his trance
with the air of one who is suddenly transported from distant
scenes, and usually exhibits in his palm some small living
creature, or it may be merely a grain of rice, a pebble, or bit
of wood, in which the captured soul is supposed to be con-
tained.    This he places on the crown of the patient's head,
and by rubbing causes it to pass into the head.    The soul
having been thus restored to the body, it is needful to prevent
it from escaping again ;  and this is done by tying a strip of
palm-leaf about the patient's wrist.    A fowl is then killed,